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fortunately our ignorance of the Portuguese language made any
real conversation impossible. The appliances of life were simple:
an ox-cart had solid wooden wheels, after the manner of an ancient
British chariot/the noise made by which was portentous; and
the anchors of the boats were of wood, the shank being formed
of a frame of sticks, into which rocks were packed.
The business of watering the ship being ended, we tried to
continue our journey, only to find that a dead calm reigned
outside, and there was nothing to do but to return. Two or three
days of detention passed very pleasantly exploring hill-tracks,
photographing, and sketching. We were able to buy poultry,
eggs, and oranges, and the men were very successful with the
seine, getting quantities of delightful mullet. One afternoon we
took our tea in the launch to the other side of the bay, but here
for the only time we found the people a little suspicious and not
quite friendly,
. Saturday, August 2nd, we again made our way out of Porto
Bello. Our course lay in the direction of the island of Sta.
Catharina, some twenty miles to the southwards, and the whole
of the next day we drifted along in sight of its beautiful moun-
tainous coast-line. This was the rendezvous appointed by
Anson for his fleet on his outward voyage, as it possessed an
excellent .reputation for stores. He sailed there direct from
Madeira, arriving in December 1740 ; his voyage took forty*ftve
days, as against our forty-eight days at sea to Porto Bello, by
Cape Verde Islands and Pernambuco* Anson was, however,
disappointed in his reception, as the governor proved himself
unfriendly, and sent a messenger to communicate the presence
of the squadron to th6 Spanish admiral, who lay with his ships
in the Rivet Plate. We occupied the time in endeavouring
to check from the yacht the sketches given of the coast in
the contemporary account of his voyage. Later on we more
than once found ourselves on Anson's track.
The following days afforded great variety of weather, but It
-grew rapidly colder, and warm clothes which had bee** stored
since Madeira had to be brought out. The wind, wbicfe lot a
time was strong and fair, later veered round to the south-east
and subsequently to the south-west*   Our navigators were early
aiweious about the indications, feariag a p&mpGro, the name by
which the* particular gales are known which sweep down from
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